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Of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland, to His Excellency the 



Lord Lieutenant, dated 8 August 1836. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY CONSTANTINE HENRY, EARL OF MULGRAVE, 
LORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND. 

W E, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, whose hands and corporate 
seal are hereunto annexed, beg leave, pursuant to the provisions contained 
in the Act 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 37, to report to your Excellency, that, since the date 
of our last Annual Report, the attention of the Commissioners has been directed, 
among other things, to the consideration and examination of the several items and 
things requisite for the celebration of Divine Service for the several churches and 
chapels for the year 1836, as appeared from the yearly estimates furnished by the 
respective incumbents or officiating ministers, and approved of by the rural deans 
and ordinaries. The items and sums contained in these estimates were checked, 
not only with the items and sums demanded in the preceding years’ estimates, but 
also with those which the parishioners, assembled in vestry, had been in the habit 
of voting for similar purposes for each of the three years prior to the passing of 
the Church Temporalities Act, and, as the estimates were approved of, the amounts 
allowed were ordered to be discharged in full, with the exception of salaries of 
parish clerks, sextons, &c. &c., which are made payable by two half-yearly instal- 
ments, accordingly as the services of these persons shall have been respectively 
rendered. The monies paid under this head for the year ending the 1st instant, 
amounted to 30,172/. 185. 2 d., whereof 22,169/. 2 5. 3 d. were payments in 
discharge of salaries of church officers, and the residue in discharge of accounts 
for communion elements, fuel and lighting, and other sundries included in the 
estimates, exclusive of Bibles, Books of Common Prayer, and Registry Books, sup- 
plied at a cost of 425 Z. gs. 6 d., and also exclusive of a sum of 2,263/. 2A '* 
granted under the provisions of the 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 37, to provide for the 
maintenance of such curates or ministers assisting in the celebration of Divine 
worship as had theretofore been customarily provided for by vestry or other 
assessments. 

The incumbents or officiating ministers of the respective churches and chapels 
were also required to furnish in these estimates detailed accounts of such ordinary 
repairs as each church or chapel appeared, according to the best of their belief and 
opinion, to stand in need of, sanctioned and approved of by the rural deans and 
ordinaries; but in consequence of the state of very many of the churches, as 
appearing by these estimates and other documents, it was found necessary to 
ascertain more accurately in detail the wants of the several churches in Ireland, 
through the aid of the architects of the Board, who were directed to inspect and 
furnish returns of the state of the several churches, containing specifications of the 
works requisite, with corresponding estimates ; and such returns having been made, 
they were, in the first instance, submitted to the respective incumbents or officiating 
ministers for such observations as they might think proper ; but as the Commissioners 
afterwards found that their funds would not enable them to execute all the works 
which had been approved of, the architects were required to revise their returns, and 
distinguish such works as were immediately requisite from those which could, with 
more propriety, be postponed, with the view of distributing the funds available for 
this purpose, according to the most pressing wants of the respective dioceses. 

The sum appropriated within the year for the repairs of churches amounted to 
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qo 257/. 105. 6 d. ; and in consequence of the works having been thrown open to 
public competition, as far as was deemed practicable, a very considerable saving was 
effected in the estimates furnished, by means of which the Commissioners have been 
enabled to extend the repairs to cases which, otherwise, they should have been 
obliged to postpone. Of the monies appropriated to the repairs of churches within 
the preceding year, there remained a sum of 63,600/. unexpended on the 1st of 
August 1835, which, together with the sum appropriated to the repairs of churches 
within the year last past, has been in course of expenditure on 1,022 churches 
under the superintendence of the Board’s architects. By tjiese means the Com- 
missioners have been enabled to provide for such repairs as were considered the 
most necessary in about three-fourths of the churches in Ireland, having been 
obliged to postpone, for the reasons already stated, the repairs required in other 
churches, and, with the exception of three cases of rebuilding, in which the 
parishioners were altogether deprived of the use of their churches, and thirteen of 
enlarging the works which have been executed under the grants of 1 83/) and 1 836, 
or are now carrying on, are confined to repairs. It appears, however, from the 
documents furnished, that there are many cases of rebuilding necessary where the 
churches are reported to be altogether unworthy of repair, as also many of enlarge- 
ment, which, from the increased number of the congregations, are urgently 
required, without referring to applications received for additional chuj'chos ; but 
it may be observed that the whole of the monies required for these purposes would 
not necessarily be a charge on the funds of the Commissioners, as the parishioners 
have, in many instances, expressed their willingness to contribute a proportion of 
the expenses, varying indifferent cases. 

Of the balance of 27,000 L. remaining in the 3 h per cent stock, transferred by 
the Trustees of the First Fruits to meet the engagements of the late Board for 
building Churches and Glebe Houses, as appeared by our Report to the 1st of 
August 1834, further sales have been made from time to time for tlie-ie purposes, 
leaving on the 1st instant an unappropriated stock balance of 16,000/. to the 
credit of these engagements. 

Several claims have been made within the year for arrear of vestry cess out- 
standing for the year 1833, and preceding year, which have been duly investi- 
gated ; and 42 claims admitted, to a gross amount of 1,500 /. 1 s. 3 ( /. , making the 
total sum paid on account of such arrears out of the funds of the Commissioners 
amount, to the 1st instant, to 47,489/. 125. 2d., and although those demands are 
gradually diminishing, yet the Commissioners do not consider them to be finally 
closed, as claims have been recently made which are as yet undisposed of. 

The outstanding arrear of First Fruits and Fees on the 1st of August 1835 
amounted to 2,565 /. 14s. 5 |</., which has been reduced to 2,373 1. 4 5. 1 1 d. by 
payments received within the year ; and with respect to this arrear, the Patentee 
reports that 1,221 l. 55. 5 1 d. may be considered as irrecoverable in consequence, 
in many cases, of the death of the parties, whereby 1,158/. 6 s. 1 £ d. has been lost 
to the fund ; and in others, where the parties had availed themselves of the power 
of entering into bonds, and compounding by four annual instalments for the pay- 
ment of the First Fruits under the statute in that case provided, bonds amounting 
to 62/. 195. 4 d. became vacated by the resignation of incumbents of benefices 
previously to their becoming due ; and as respects the balance of i , 1 51 /. 19 S. 5 £ d., 
the Patentee reports, from the communications made to him, that as soon as the 
clergy shall have received their incomes he lias every reasonable expectation that the 
same will be paid ; subject, however, ,to reduction from the operation of the fore- 
going causes, death, or lapse by promotion. 

On account of the monies advanced by the late Trustees of the First Fruits for 
building Glebe Houses, there was outstanding on the 1st of August 1835 an arrear 
of instalments to the amount of 21,907 /. 55. 2d., which has been further increased 
to 28,201 /. 125. 1 d. by the arrear in the instalments falling due on the 1st of July 
last. Repeated applications have been made to the parties by whom these arrears 
are due, who have, for the most part, pleaded the difficulty of collecting their 
incomes as the cause of the non-payment of the instalments, and under these cir- 
cumstances the Commissioners have, for the present, abstained from enforcing their 
demands by sequestration. 

The temporalities of the Sees of Cork and Ross have, within the year, become 
vested in the Commissioners, with the exception of the sec house and demesne 
lands at Cork, which, under the provisions of the Act, are made the future residence 
of the bishops of the united Sees of Cork, Ross and Cloync, in lieu whereof it 

is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS OF IRELAND. 



3 



is provided that the see house, with the mensal and demesne lands of Cloyne, 
shall vest in the Commissioners. A valuation and survey of these premises were 
accordingly directed to be made by a professional person, and due notice given by 
public advertisement that the Commissioners would receive proposals for the 
demising of them, and it appearing that the proposal received from Henry Allen, 
esq., for the entire was in every respect the most eligible, the same having been 
submitted for your Excellency’s consideration, was approved of; but in conse- 
quence of representations made to the Commissioners, whereby it appeared to be 
advantageous that a small ’portion of the premises should be set off and demised 
to Mr. Newman, with the concurrence and assent of Mr. Allen, the Com- 
missioners found it necessary to submit the proposals of both parties for your 
Excellency’s consideration, and as soon as the same shall have been approved, the 
premises will be demised, with the timber growing thereon, valued at a sura of 
1,306/., which Mr. Allen has agreed to discharge by five annual instalments. 

The mensal lands of Leighlin, which, upon the demise of Doctor Ebrington, 
the late diocesan, became vested in the Commissioners, have also been surveyed 
and valued by a professional person and offered to public competition, and the pro- 
posal of Mr. T. Foley for these lands, consisting of 107 a. 1 r. 20 p. statute 
measure, having been considered the most eligible, has been also accepted and 
submitted for your Excellency's consideration. 

In the case of both of these proposals, the Commissioners have agreed with the 
parties to fine down a portion of the annual rent as a guarantee for the payment 
of the residue, and for the preservation of valuable buildings which are on the 
premises. 

The see house of Waterford, with the mensal and demesne lands thereto 
belonging, has been duly transferred to the Archbishop of Cashel, who has selected 
this to be the future residence of him and his successors; and his Grace has sur-; 
rendered to the Commissioners the see house of Cashel, with a portion of the lands 
belonging thereto, equivalent to those vested in him at Waterford. The premises 
at Cashel have been duly advertised to be let, but no offer of an eligible nature 
having been as yet received, either for these premises, or for the see houses of Raphoe 
and Ferns, with the mensal and demesne lands thereto respectively belonging, the 
Commissioners have made provision for the temporary occupation of these lands 
until eligible offers shall have been received for them. 

With respect to the undemised portion of the mensal lands at Killala, fur which 
a proposal had been made by Mr. Kirkwood, as stated in our last Report, we have 
to report that Mr. Kirkwood, having sought a change in the terms approved of by 
your Excellency, which the Commissioners did not think it advisable to entertain, 
has declined to accept a demise of these lands. 

The income received from the temporalities of the Sees which have become vested 
in the Commissioners, amounted within the year to 22,133 /. 165. 11 d., subject as 
to the revenues of the See of Cork and Ross to such deficiency, if any, as may 
arise between the revenues of the See of Cloyne .and those of Cork and Ross, and 
on account of the certified monies expended in the building or improvement of the 
mansion houses belonging to these Sees, the Commissioners have become charge- 
able to the representatives of the late Bishops with a sum amounting to 
9,640/. 75. 7 d., which has been reduced to 6,513/. n.s. g d. by the amount of 
compensations awarded for dilapidations, which were found by commissions to have 
accrued during the incumbency of the several Bishops ; payments to the amount 
of 3,506 /. 1 s. 1 d. have become due and been discharged on account of this sum, 
leaving 3,007 /. 105. 8 d., the residue thereof, to be discharged as it shall fall due. 

Of 95 benefices, which appear by the returns received from the respective ordi- 
naries to have become vacant within the half years ending November 1835 .and 
May 1S36, the appointments of clerks to two of them have been suspended under 
the provisions of the 3 & 4 Will. IV., c. 37, namely, those of Brickendown in the 
diocese of Cashel, and of Dirigfri Donovan in_ the ..diocese o£ Cloyne, the former 
valued at 64 /. 12 s. 4 d. and the latter at 155 /. per annum, it appearing that Divine 
Service had not been celebrated in either of them for the three years preceding 
February 1 833 ; and the cure of souls of these benefices has, by the respective 
diocesans, been committed to the incumbents or officiating ministers of adjoining 
parishes. The appointment of a clerk to the vacant prebend of Tulloghorton, be- 
longing to the cathedral church of Lismore, valued at 250 /. per annum, has also 
been suspended by your Excellency and the Privy Council, on the recommendation 
of the Commissioners,- under the provisions of the 4 & 5 Will. IV., c. 90 ; and of the 
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remaining benefices which have become vacant, returns of income have been received 
from 82 of the incumbents, about one-third only of whom appear liable to the tax. 
The revenue expected to arise from this source has hitherto been very unproductive, 
owing to the representations made from time to time by the clergy that they have 
not been able to collect their incomes, and to these representations the Commis- 
sioners have yielded, and granted an extension of time for these payments. 

Of the augmentations payable under Primate Boulter’s will, the Commissioners 
have been enabled, in consequence of the vacancies which have occurred, and from 
other causes, to redistribute a sum amounting to 272 /. yearly, among fourteen in- 
cumbents of benefices, whose incomes respectively were less than 100 /. per annum. 

In what relates to the perpetuities, the Commissioners have to state that they 
have received 134 applications for purchase, and that there has been lodged in the 
Bank of Ireland, to the 1st instant, to the credit of the perpetuity purchase fund, 
a sum amounting to 88,481 /. 11 s. fid., on account of these and of applications 
standing over from the former year; exclusive of a sum of 5,261 /. 11 s. 3 d. for 
which mortgages have been granted by seven of the purchasers ; but in some cases 
the terms have not as yet been declared, and in others they have been trans- 
mitted for the approval of your Excellency in council. Of the applications aforesaid, 
25 have been received from under-tenants; and as the time of notice required to 
be given to the superior tenants has, in some instances, expired without the 
superior tenants having come in, the Commissioners have proceeded to ascertain 
the terms of purchase for such under-tenants, but the increased information wanted 
in such cases requires much time to procure, and no purchase of this description 
has as yet been completed. 

We beg leave to annex to this our Annual Report an account of all receipts and 
disbursements to the 1st instant, distinguishing the sources of income and the 
amount of each, with an account of the purposes to which the same have been 
made applicable; by which it will appear that a sum of 59,999/. 11 l ,as 

been placed in the 3 per cent, consols as a temporary investment, to be disposed 
of from time to time according as it may be required to discharge the engagements 
which the Commissioners have entered into for the repairs of churches. 

All which is humbly submitted to your Excellency’s consideration. 

(seal.) Signed by RICHARD CASIIEL. 

CHARLES KILDARE. 

2, Kildare-Street, FRANC. SADLKIR. 

8 August 1836. JOHN O. ERCK. 

Wm. O. QUIN. 

(A true copy.) 

Entered on the Minutes, 

./. Wilson , Secretary. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Receipts and Disbursements by the Ecclesiastical Comm is 
sioners for Ireland, for One Year, ending the 1st of August 183(5. 



RECEIPTS. 

Balance on the 1 st of August 1835 - 

Received from Waterford and Lismore see estates ----- 

— from Killala and Achonry - - - - . 

— from Clonfert and Kilmacduagh ______ 

— from Raphoe 

— from Ossory ________ 

— from Cork and Ross - 

demise of Cloyne see premises, fine on 

from the Bishop of Derry, charge on the see under the provisions 
of the 54th sec. of the 3 & 4 Will. IV. c. 37 - - _ 

— arrears of first fruits and fees _______ 

— glebe house loan instalments _______ 

arrears of church loan instalments levied previously to the passing 

of the Church Temp. Act - - . / , \ ° 



£. s. d. 
65,460 4 3 

4,323 19 7 

3,345 11 1 

1,(585 15 10 
6,803 12 11 
4,004 17 6 

1,960 - - 
2,000 - - 

5,425 18 9 

192 9 7 

1,542 19 ft 

60 - - 
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Receipts — continued. 

Received interest- on mortgages granted in lieu of perpetuity purchase money 

— interest on 65,450Z., 3 per cent, consols - 

— interest on stock, 3 j per cent. ------- 

— - monies received on account of parochial subscriptions for building 

and enlarging churches - - - 

— monies returned unapplied out of payments issued on account of 

vestry assessments - -- -- -- - 

— ditto ditto account of yearly estimates - 

— suspended benefices - -- -- -- - 

— from Board of Works, in exchequer bills, 54,000 Z., which, when 

sold, with interest and premium, amounted to 

— monies retained to cover expenses of perpetuity purchases, applied 

for, but not completed - - - 

- — for printed forms, relative to perpetuity purchases, sold in the 

office - 

— perpetuity purchase fund ------- 



£■ s. d. 
Ill 2 7 
1,963 10 - 
560 - - 

1,713 14 7 

280 14 11 
379 3 7 
822 6 9 

54,481 11 8 

28 19 11 

18 9 - 
89,340 5 5 



246,505 7 4 



DISBURSEMENTS. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

For building churches under the engagements of the late 

Board of First Fruits ------ 3,618 — — 

For building glebe-houses under like engagements - - 750 - - 



On account of yearly estimates for expenses for church 
puiposes for the year ending at Easter 1836, under 
the provisions of the 67th sec. of the Act - 
Ditto, vestry assessments of 1833, and arrears of 1831 and 
1832 --------- 

Ditto, extensive repairs of churches - 

Ditto, incidental ditto - - - - - ' _ 

Ditto, stipends under 73d section of the Act 

Ditto, - under the 116th ditto 

Ditto, salaries -------- 



Ditto, incidents - -- -- - - - 986 18 2 

Ditto, Bibles, Prayer, and Registry Books - 425 9 6 

Ditto, fees to the Clerk of the Council - 307 10 7 

Ditto, care-taker’s wages, taxes, and other expenses con- 
nected with the see houses and mansel lands not yet 
demised - -- -- -- -- 471 2 5 

Ditto, payments made on account of charges on the see 
houses of Waterford, Raphoe, and Killala, ‘under the 
38th sec. of 3 & 4 Will. I V. c. 37 . - - - - 2,438 8 7 

Ditto, stationery - - - - - ' - - - 651 6 1 

Ditto, advertising for proposals for see houses and contracts 111 8 6 

Ditto, registrar’s fees - - - - - - - 114 171 

Ditto, costs incurred on Sir James Stronge’s arbitration case 82 12 3 

Ditto, - procuring title to glebe of Ballynafeagh - 48 1 1 

Ditto, - procuring witnesses in relation to the appeal of 

Earl Glen gall --------- 

Ditto, - - against Tithe Commissioners’ certifi- 
cate for Cahir parish - - - - - 50 18 



Ditto, interest paid to the Board of Works on account of part of loan 
Ditto, investment from perpetuity purchase fiind 65,450 Z. 3 per cent, 
consols ------------ 

Ditto, overpayment received in peipetuity purchase by J. Walker, Esq.' 
returned ------------ 

Ditto, perpetuity purchase money returned to J. Babington, Esq. as agent to 
Sir James A. Bruce, in lieu ox which a mortgage has been received 
Balance 1 st August 1836 -------- 

£. 



4,368 - - 



30,172 18 2 

1,500 1 3 

52,816 4 10 
910 11 3 

2,263 2 - 
133 5 - 
7,741 16 1 



5,687 15 11 

1,840 - - 

59,999 - 11 

1 - - 

858 14 - 
78,212 17 11 

246,505 7 4 
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